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Robert Taylor
REAL WOMEN
, GRQ·W GULQN2XWZLWK IULHQGVRU FOLHQWV ,·OOPD\EHKDYH D FRXSOH EXW ,·PQRW D
EHHUJX\ , OLNH5XPDQG&RNHRUD WDVW\PL[HGGULQNDQG IRUPH WKH\JRGRZQ OLNH 
.RRO$LG,FRXOGJX]]OHDERWWOHRI .DKOXDZLWKRXWFUHDPVR,JHQHUDOO\VWD\DZD\IURP 
DOFRKRO,·PDKXPDQUHVRXUFHVFRQVXOWDQWDQG,FRXOGJHWWRDVWHGFRQVWDQWO\RII ELJVKRW 
managers who take us to fancy local hangouts for dinner and drinks on an open company 
FDUGWKHQWRXJKRXWWKHGDLO\KDQJRYHUOLNHP\SHHUV%XWZK\EHPLVHUDEOH",HDWWKHLU
steak and lob, have a soda, a big slice of  cheesecake, and sneak off  early. 
, OLYH LQ0RQWDQD DQGZRUN WKH1RUWKZHVW VR 6HDWWOH DQG3RUWODQG DUH DERXW WKH 
extent of  my big city experiences, but a while back we did our annual training in 











research for something, or living on the edge. 




massage parlors in Seattle and Spokane, even for real once, and they aren’t as big a deal 










ZRPDQ LQ D WXUTXRLVH RQHSLHFH RXWÀWZLWKZKLWH VWULSHV VWUXWWHG GRZQ WKH VLGHZDON









hour health spas with pictures of  pretty Asian women promising relaxation, steam baths 
and body shampoos. 
6H[DWPDVVDJHSDUORUVPDGHPHKDWHP\VHOI7KDW·VZK\,VWRSSHGJRLQJ,KDGWR
hide it, carry around this big secret, always feeling self-conscious. And it can get nasty, 
GHSHQGLQJ RQZKHUH \RX JR DQGZKR \RXZLQG XSZLWK2QH WLPH , SXOOHG RYHU RQ
a frontage road afterword and scrubbed my cock with rubbing alcohol. There’s an a 
GYHQWXUH,W·VDZDVWHDQ\ZD\EHFDXVH\RXGRQ·WJHWDPDVVDJHRXWRI WKHGHDO+HOOQR
7KHJLUO·VMRELVWRJHW\RXRII DVIDVWDVVKHFDQVRVKHFDQEORZVRPHRWKHUVOREZDLWLQJ
his turn down the hall, so don’t bother humiliating yourself  by asking her to go slow 
or work out the kinks. Just one time, a pretty Korean girl shared a cigarette with me 
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motel by nine, maybe stop and get a dirty magazine somewhere and bring it back with me 
since nobody knew me there.  






FDUU\ D GULQN RXWVLGH WKHUH OLNH RQ %RXUERQ 6WUHHW LQ 1HZ 2UOHDQV DQG , FUDYHG 

















they put up with it.    
,VLSSHGP\VOXVKZKLOH,ZDONHGDURXQG,WVRRWKHGP\KHDUWEXUQIURPWKHOLFRULFH,











with his nose in a cellphone brushed into Darrell. 
The man said, “Can you tell me where The Hightower is?”
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“Wait till the game gets out,” she said. She had a nice body. Not beautiful, but 




She tilted her head, considering things. “That’s a shame.” 
,I ,OLYHGKHUH,WKRXJKW,FRXOGWDNHKHUWROXQFK$QG,FRXOGOLYHLQDSODFHOLNHWKLV













“You can fake out those tests,” she said. “There are ways.”
 “The music sounds good.”
“Rockabilly, they’re the best in town.”
, WKLQNKHUQDPHZDV6KHLOD,YLVLWHGZLWKKHUEHWZHHQWULSV WR:HW:LOOLH·V EDFN
DQGIRUWK,ERXJKWDEOXHGULQNIURPKHUVKHVDLGZDVOLNHD/RQJ,VODQG,FHG7HDEXW 
stronger. During break the band and a couple of  barmaids came out. Sheila introduced 
PHWRWKHPDOO,FKHFNHGRXWWKHFROOHJHDJHEODFNEDUPDLG6KHSHUNHGXSZKHQVKH














vague scenes came together and a sketchy story formed.
,ÁDJJHGGRZQ WZR\RXQJEODFN IHPDOHV RQHZLWK VLOYHU FURVVHV IRU HDUULQJV WKH 
RWKHUZLWKDEOXHQHFNEURDFKVPRNLQJ´&DQ,WU\WKDW",KDYHQ·WVPRNHGLQ\HDUVµ





some snakeskin boots at a pawnshop somewhere. 
$OIRXQGPHDJDLQ´1RZ%HQ\RXVDLG\RXZHUHFRPLQJEDFN«µ
$́Oµ , VDLG ´0DLQWDLQµ 2Q D VLGH VWUHHW E\ ZKHUH WKH FRS FDUV ZHUH SDUNHG D
OLQHRI FDEVZDLWHG ,FOLPEHG LQWR WKH IURQW VHDWRI  WKHÀUVWFDEDQG WROG WKHGULYHU 
“Gentleman’s club.”
“The nearest one’s twenty minutes away,” the driver said. “That starts at thirty dol-
lars.”
´2ND\µ,VDLGDQGJRWEDFNRXW7KDW·VZKHQ,VDZKHUWKHZRPDQZLWKWKHWXUTXRLV








0\ VWXWWHU HFKRHG DFURVV WKH VLOHQW URRP:H KDG HQWHUHG D FDIp DWWDFKHG WR WKH




my friends down.     
,VWDJJHUHGWRDQDIWHUKRXUVGDQFHFOXEGURSSLQJÀIWLHVRQWKHÁRRUZKHQ,SDLG








between me and the girl’s. He said to me, “What’s up.”
, VKRRN KLV KDQG DQG LQWURGXFHG P\VHOI +H ZDQWHG WR NQRZ ZK\ , ZDVQ·W RXW 
GDQFLQJ $́UHWKHVHODGLHVZLWK\RX"µ,DVNHG+HQRGGHG,VSRNHXSVR,FRXOGEHKHDUG
RYHUWKHPXVLF´,UHPHPEHUHGKHUHDUULQJVµ
“You should go out and dance,” he said.
´,GRQ·WGDQFHµ
“What are you doing here then?”
´(QMR\LQJWKHPXVLFµ,VDLG,VKRRNKLVKDQGDJDLQ
7KHEDUWHQGHUVSRNHZLWKWKHZRPHQIRUDPLQXWHWKHQZHQWEDFNWRWKHEDU,VPLOHG
RYHUDW WKHJLUOVEXWWKH\GLGQ·W ORRNDWPH5XGH, WKRXJKW,VOLGRII  WKHEHQFKDQG 





using the handrail. The waiting room smelled like strawberry lip gloss. The Asian woman 
who came out was older but she had smooth young thighs. She said, “You’re too drunk, 
,·PVRUU\µ
´,QHHGDPDVVDJHµ,VDLG´,·PVRUHµ
“Come back tomorrow,” she said, and pushed me out the door. 
$EORFNDZD\,KHDUG\HOOLQJVR,ZHQW WRFKHFN LWRXW$PDQZDVXS LQDFU\LQJ
woman’s face. “Cunt,” he said, “You’re holding out on me.” He slapped her on the head 




Darrell. “Ben,” he said. “Ben Ben.” His teeth were gleaming white. “You best move along 









turned around in time to catch it across those perfect white teeth. 
The woman, dress torn, kneeled beside Darrell who kicked his feet on the pavement 
DQGPRDQHG6KH\HOOHGDWPH´<RXFUD]\IXFNHUKH·OONLOOPHµ6R,VPDFNHGKLPZLWK










IURP JRRVH EXPSV ,ZDV KROGLQJ D UHDOZRPDQ%XW , FRXOGQ·W FRQWUROP\ URDPLQJ
KDQGV,IRQGOHGKHUGUHVVZLWKP\ÀQJHUVDQGVWURNHGKHUKDLU0\KDQGVGULIWHGWRKHU
ODSDQGIRXQGKHUGDUNPRXQGWKURXJKWKHIDEULFRI KHUGUHVVDQG,EHJDQUXEELQJKHU





, FRXOGQ·WKROGP\KHDGXSRQ WKHÁLJKWEDFN WR0RQWDQD$ZRPDQQH[W WRPH 
RIIHUHGIRXU,EXSURIHQ*HO&DSVZKLFK,WRRNZLWKRXWZDWHU,ZRUULHGWKDWPD\EH,KDG
WRXFKHGWKDW\RXQJJLUO·VEUHDVWZKHQ,SRLQWHGWRKHUEURDFKDWWKHEDUWKHQLJKWEHIRUH
and wondered about the blood on my arm.
7KHPDQRQP\RWKHUVLGHVDLG´,NQRZZKDWLW·VOLNH,GUDQNDOOQLJKWWRR%XW,KDG
RQHLQWKHEDUEHIRUH,JRWRQWKHSODQHVR,·PRND\QRZµ
,KDWHELJFLWLHVDQG,ZLOOQHYHUJREDFNWR0HPSKLV
